
The Transylvania region of frontier Virginia 
was long rumored to be a mythical 
promised land. Exciting stories 

spurring the imagination were reported 
by such men as Dr. Thomas Walker, 
who in 1750 explored the Kentucky 
territory from the south passing through 
the Cumberland Gap, all the while 
Christopher Gist, as an agent for the 
Ohio Company was exploring the 
northern boundaries along the Ohio 
River. By 1770 the “longhunters” 
were spinning tall-tales of 
majestic land to be claimed 
and unlimited game for the 
taking.  In 1774, James 
Harrod constructed 
the fi rst permanent 
settlement in Kentucky 
(Fort Harrod) and 
the following 
year Benjamin 
Logan settled 
St. Asaph’s, 
later to be 
called the 
“Standing 
Fort”.  In 
March 
o f 

1775, North Carolinian Richard Henderson 
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Across the Woods with
Kentucky’s “Humble” Gunsmiths

by  Mel Hankla

The Transylvania region of frontier Virginia was long 
rumored to be a mythical promised land. Exciting 
stories spurring the imagination were 

reported by such men as Dr. Thomas Walker, who 
in 1750 explored the Kentucky territory from 
the south passing through the Cumberland 
Gap, all the while Christopher Gist, as an 
agent for the Ohio Company was exploring 
the northern boundaries along the Ohio 
River. By 1770 the “longhunters” were 
spinning tall-tales of majestic land to 
be claimed and unlimited game for 
the taking.  In 1774, James Harrod 
constructed the fi rst permanent 
settlement in Kentucky (Fort Harrod) 
and the following year Benjamin 
Logan settled St. Asaph’s, later 
to be called the “Standing 
Fort”.  In March of 1775, 
North Carolinian Richard 
Henderson illegally 
bargained with the 
Indians for land 
between the Ohio 
and Cumberland 
rivers for his 
Transylvania 
(means 
“across the 
woods”) 

Land 
Company. 
He, then 
hired 
Daniel 

Boone 
to blaze 

the famous 
Wilderness 
Trail and build a 
stockade on the 
Kentucky River 

near present 
day Winchester. 
Unknown to Boone, 
Henderson intended 
this settlement to 

be the capital of the 
new Transylvania. 
Nonetheless, by 1777, 
Kentucky became known 
as the “dark and bloody 
ground” and any pioneer 
heading toward this land  
of dreams would not 
consider such a journey 
without a dependable 
rifled gun in hand.  

Conrad Humble rifl e (left), and 
the Michael Humble rifl e (right).
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